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Abstract : Religious heritage  is  an  important  cultural  resource  for  a city. First,  cities  are  at 
the crossroads of conflicting trends in globalisation. Urban communities are looking for that 
which makes them universal and unique at the same time. Second, reflection on identity 
in  relation  to  the heritage  and history  of  a city  reveals  the multicultural  past  of Central 
and Eastern Europe,  and shows an  image of  social  change and  transformation. Religious 






Jewish, German  and Polish  cultures were meeting here  everyday with diverse  religious 
belonging and boundaries. Today, the heritage of its religious identity is recognized mainly 
via monuments,  tourist attractions, and cultural events. Only occasionally  is  the  religious 
heritage of the city analysed in the context of collective identities. Urban space still reflects 
the  complexity  of  the  relationships between  religious,  national,  and  regional  identities. 
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Various meanings of religious identity 
– problems with the concept itself



























consists  of  only  1,222 members,  representing  0.004 % of  the Polish population 
( Wyznania religijne 2013 ). Several investigators also draw attention to the high level 
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Religion is no longer limited to assigned spaces but there are many ways in which 
everyday spaces can be implicated with religious meaning-making ( Kong 2010 ).
Tadeusz Paleczny  ( 2008 )  lists  three ways  in which  religion  can  affect  social 
identities :























religious heritage and the city
The city with its local community and urban space is a specific arena of performance 






























Identity of the inhabitants Identity of the city
Individual religious identity Memory and testimony of the past
Social bonds based on religious identification Images and narratives









does not  cover  all  possible manifestations  of  collective  religious  identification. 
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it allows, however, to organise the analysis of the various forms of religious identity 
in the city and their meanings.
bielsko-biała – border city and city of borders
in Bielsko-Biała  religious  identities  are particularly  connected with  the  identity 
of the place and the region. Bielsko-Biała is a city of borders including borders of 
geographical regions, and ethnic and religious boundaries have been meeting here 


















































to nearly 56 %  in 1931  ( Spyra, Kenig 2010 ).  in  the  same year  in Biała Catholics 























1900 1910 1921 1931 1921 1931 2005
Population 16,600 18,568 19,785 22,332 7,746 22,702 150,260
Roman Catholic 9,464 10,378 10,694 12,645 5,627 17,878 148,935
Greek Catholic – – 24 50 27 71 –
Orthodox – – 8 7 6 9 20
Protestant 4,662 4,955 5,059 4,087 716 1,806 1,181
Jewish  2,460 3,024 3,982 4,430 1,363 2,903 50
Other 14 211 2 1,077 – 25 74
No identification – – 16 36 7 10 26,604
Share of population [ % ]
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Roman Catholic 57.00 55.90 54.05 56.62 72.64 78.75 84.21
Greek Catholic – – 0.12 0.22 0.35 0.31 –
Orthodox – – 0.04 0.03 0.08 0.04 0.01
Protestant 28.10 27.60 25.57 18.30 9.24 7.96 0.67
Jewish 14.80 16.30 20.13 19.84 17.60 12.79 0.03
Other 0.10 1.10 0.01 4.82 – 0.11 0.04
No identification – – 0.08 0.16 0.09 0.04 15.04
Source : Skorowidz miejscowości Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej opracowany na podstawie wyników pierwszego powszech-
nego spisu ludności z dn. 30. września 1921 r. i innych źródeł urzędowych. Województwo krakowskie i Śląsk 
Cieszyński, t. Xii, G U S, Warszawa 1925, s. 3 ; Drugi powszechny spis ludności z dn. 9. XII 1931 r. Mieszkania 
i gospodarstwa domowe, ludność, stosunki zawodowe. Województwo krakowskie i Śląsk Cieszyński, G U S, War-
szawa 1938, Statystyka Polski, ser. C, z. 83, s. 27 ; J. Spyra, P. Kenig, Sytuacja wyznaniowa Bielska w drugiej 
połowie XIX i na początku XX wieku, [ in : ] i. Panic ( ed. ), Bielsko-Biała. Monografia miasta, t. iii. Bielsko od 
wojen śląskich do zakończenia I wojny światowej ( 1740 – 1918 ), Urząd Miejski w Bielsku-Białej, Bielsko-Biała 























Catholic Church. 3 Today,  in  the city  there are  also other  churches  and  religious 










2 Data  for Catholic  parishes : Wykaz parafii w Polsce 2006 ; Data  on  Jewish  residents : 
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The mechanisms of social linkage integrate individuals, but also reinforce divi-
sions. Distance between different religious groups is a phenomenon not remaining 























religion and the identity of the city
religious heritage in the traditional sense – churches, monuments,  
material culture
according to art historians and urban planners, a city is a type of piece of art ( Cho-




the “ Sacrum  in Musica ” Festival,  http ://www.sacruminmusica.pl/index.php.  information 
on ecumenical  competition  for  children, http ://www.katecheza.kuria.bielsko.pl/konkursy/
ekumeniczny-konkurs-jonasz ( 22.04.2014 ).








city  limits,  is  located  the Sanctuary  of Our Lady of Sorrows whose origins date 
back to the late 18 th century. Pilgrims come to the miraculous statue of Our Lady, 
which is found at the main altar of the local church since 1784. Today the sanctu-














in  fact,  the demographic  and  religious  landscape of  the  city  is  inscribed  in  the 
urban plan and its redefinitions. With the expansion of the city, sites which were 
outside the city walls, such as Protestant churches, have become today’s downtown. 




































Original use of building Today’s use of building
1. Church of the Redeemer Church of the Redeemer  
(so-called Lutheran Cathedral)
2. Lutheran Teacher Training Seminary and People’s 
School for Boys
The School of Administration
3. Old school – demolished in the 1980s and replaced 
with a publishing house.
The Publishing House “Augustana” and the seat 
of the Cieszyn Diocese
4. Alumneum im. P.E.Lauerbacha Mikołaj Rej High School and Junior High School
5. Lutheran orphanage “Soar” Home of Rest
6. Silesian Evangelical House of the Diakonia Sisters Public prosecutor’s office in Bielsko-Biała
7. Lutheran People’s School Parish of the Redeemer’s Church 
8. Lutheran Girls’ School Primary School No. 2
9. Lutheran Cemetery Old Lutheran Cemetery
10. Statue of Martin Luther Statue of Martin Luther
11. The Pastor’s Well – a monument The Pastor’s Well – a monument  
12. Monument of Gratitude and Love Monument of Gratitude and Love
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Fig. 1. Churches and sacred places in Bielsko-Biała (A) and in the centre of the city (B)
Source: Author’s own work, and graphic design by E. Bilska-Wodecka.
Fig. 2. Protestant quarter – “Bielski Zion”
Source: Author’s own work, and graphic design by E. Bilska-Wodecka.
Fig. 3. Panorama of the center of Bielsko from the roof of Hotel “Keiserhof”  
(now “President”) with St. Nicolas Church, 1912
Source: Muzeum w Bielsku-Białej.
Fig. 4. Panorama of the center of Biała
Source: Muzeum w Bielsku-Białej.
Photo 1. St. Nicolas Church (Catholic 
Cathedral)
Source: Artur Sury, Miejskie Centrum Infor-
macji Turystycznej w Bielsku-Białej.
Photo 2. Redeemer’s Church (Lutheran 
cathedral)
Source: Artur Sury, Miejskie Centrum Infor-
macji Turystycznej w Bielsku-Białej.
Fig. 6. Bielski Zion, 1916
Source: Muzeum w Bielsku-Białej.
Fig. 5. Catholic Cathedral
Source: Muzeum w Bielsku-Białej.
Fig. 7. Emperor Franz Josef Street and synagogue, 1912
Source: Muzeum w Bielsku-Białej.
Photo 3. Jewish cemetery today
Source: Artur Sury, Miejskie Centrum Informacji Turystycznej w Bielsku-Białej.
Fig. 8. Lutheran church in Biała and the Frog House, 1908
Source: Muzeum w Bielsku-Białej.
Photo 4. Lutheran church in Biała – view from Komorowicka street
Source: Artur Sury, Miejskie Centrum Informacji Turystycznej w Bielsku-Białej.

















religious  traditions  and many nations  in  the  city  are  still difficult  topics.  in  this 
context,  it  is  interesting to note that until World War ii,  the city was a so-called 
German-speaking island ( Bielitzer Insel ), and despite being on Polish territory, the 
German language was widely used by the inhabitants of the city. 9 The reason for 














opowiada-prof-ewa-chojecka. See also : Informator o zbiorach Muzeum w Bielsku-Białej i jego 
oddziałów : Muzeum Juliana Fałata, Muzeum Dom Tkacza, Muzeum Techniki i Włókiennictwa, edited 
by Bożena and Bogusław Chorąż ( Archeology ), Maria Aleksandrowicz ( History and Julian Fałat 
Museum ), Teresa Dudek-Bujarek ( Art, Arsenal ), Elżbieta Teresa Filip ( Ethnography ), Piotr Kenig 
( Museum of Technology and Textiles ), Museum in Bielsko-Biała 2002.
152 Prace GeoGraficzne, zeszyt 137




















panoramas  of Bielsko-Biala  combine  the  industrial  city  skyline with  the  towers 
of churches and city hall.
The nuances of the coexistence of many religions are reflected strongly in local 
life. For  the Protestant  community,  locality  and  religious heritage  are  a special 
nexus. in this diocese, especially in Cieszyn region, it manifests itself even in the 


















































it  is  difficult  to  speak of multiculturalism  as  a current  feature  in  the  city. What 






functions of religious heritage in urban space on the example 
of bielsko-biała
as demonstrated in the analysis of Bielsko-Biała, religious heritage in the broad-
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